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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the Great Sacrifice of the Holy 
Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him. This discussion is based on 
Chapter 37 As Saffat, Verses 100-107 of the Holy Quran: 


“(Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, grant me [a child] 
from among the righteous. So We gave him good tidings of a forbearing 
boy. And when he [Prophet Ismael, peace be upon him] reached with 
him [the age of] exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed | have seen in a 
dream that | [must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my 
father, do as you are commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the 
steadfast." And when they had both submitted and he put him down 
upon his forehead. We called to him, "O Abraham. You have fulfilled the 
vision." Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Indeed, this was the 
clear trial. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


The Sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) 


Chapter 37 - As Saffat, Verses 100-107 
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“(Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, grant me [a child] 
from among the righteous. 


So We gave him good tidings of a forbearing boy. 


And when he [Prophet Ismael, peace be upon him] reached with him [the 

age of] exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed | have seen in a dream that | 

[must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my father, do as 
you are commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast." 


And when they had both submitted and he put him down upon his 
forehead. 


We called to him, "O Abraham. 
You have fulfilled the vision." Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. 
Indeed, this was the clear trial. 


And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice.” 


“[Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, grant me [a 
child] from among the righteous.” 


Even though, there is nothing wrong with asking for lawful worldly things a 
muslim should not be fooled into believing this is what the Holy Prophet 
lbrahim, peace be upon him, done. He did not supplicate for a child who 
would carry on his name which the vast majority of muslims do. He instead 
requested for a Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, who would continue his 
mission in spreading the word of Allah, the Exalted. So in fact, he did not 
request for a worldly thing but a religious blessing from Allah, the Exalted. 


This event also teaches muslims to correct their intention meaning, the 
things they desire should be connected to the hereafter and not only to the 
material world. For example, a married couple should desire a child for the 
purpose of increasing the number of the obedient servants of Allah, the 
Exalted, on Earth and not for worldly reasons. And this intention should be 
supported and proven by one's actions such as being patient when they 
request is not fulfilled. A muslim who desires religious things only does so 
in order to please Allah, the Exalted. And if Allah, the Exalted, chooses not 
to grant that thing to them they should accept His choice with patience as 
this is what pleases Allah, the Exalted. 


“[Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said] “My Lord, grant me [a 
child] from among the righteous.” So We gave him good tidings of a 
forbearing boy.” 


A muslim must follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet lbrahim, peace 
be upon him, by raising their children in the correct way if they desire them 
to become righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1952, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the most 
virtuous gift a parent can give their child is to teach them good character. 


This Hadith reminds muslims to be more concerned about the faith of their 
relatives, such as their children, over acquiring and imparting wealth and 
properties to them. It is important to understand, worldly legacies come and 
go. How many rich and powerful people have built massive empires only 
for them to be torn apart and forgotten shortly after their death? The few 
signs left behind from some of these legacies only endure in order to warn 
people not to follow in their footsteps. An example is the great empire of 
Pharaoh. Unfortunately, many muslims are so concerned about teaching 
their children how to build an empire and acquire much wealth and 
properties that they neglect teaching them the sincere obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This includes good manners 
towards Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. A muslim should not be fooled 
into believing they have plenty of time for teaching their children good 


manners as their moment of death is unknown and often pounces on 
people unexpectedly. 


In addition, it is extremely difficult to teach good manners to children when 
they get older and become set in their ways. Today is the day a muslim 
should truly reflect on the gift they wish to impart to their children and 
relatives. This is how a muslim sends forward good to the hereafter but 
also leaves good behind as a righteous child which supplicates for their 
deceased parent benefits them. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. It is hoped that the one who is 
surrounded by good in this way will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. 


“[Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said] “My Lord, grant me [a 
child] from among the righteous.” So We gave him good tidings of a 
forbearing boy.” 


A muslim must follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace 
be upon him, by raising their children in the correct way if they desire them 
to become righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. 


It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they advise 
to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those who 
acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on others 
compared to those who did not lead by example. The best example being 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who not 
only practiced what he preached but adhered to those teachings more 
strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude will Muslims especially, 
parents have a positive impact on others. For example, if a mother warns 
her children not to lie as it is a sin but often lies in front of them her children 
are unlikely to act on her advice. A person's actions will always have more 
of an impact on others than their speech. It is important to note that this 
does not mean one needs to be perfect before advising others. It means 
they should sincerely strive to act on their own advice before advising 
others. The Holy Quran has made it clear in the following verse that Allah, 
the exalted, hates this behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 3267, that the a person who commanded_ good but 
refrained from it themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be 
punished in severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3: 


“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.” 


So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then 
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all the 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect others in 
a positive way. 


“So We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings 
of a forbearing boy.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1302, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that real patience 
is shown at the onset of a difficulty. 


It is important to understand that true patience is shown throughout a 
calamity meaning, from the very onset of the difficulty onwards. Accepting 
the reality of a difficulty, such as the death of a loved one, eventually, with 
the passing of time occurs with everyone. This is acceptance not true 
patience. 


Muslims should therefore ensure they encounter difficulties while patient 
believing that everything which Allah, the Exalted, chooses is for the best 
even if they fail to observe the wisdoms behind the choices. Instead, they 
should reflect on the many times when they believed something was good 
yet, it ended up being bad and vice versa. Understanding the extreme short 
sightedness and limited knowledge of humans and the infinite knowledge 
and wisdom of Allah, the Exalted, can aid a muslim to show patience from 
the onset of a difficulty. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 


“,.._But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


In addition, it is important for muslims to continue showing patience till the 
end of their life. This is because a person can easily lose the reward of 
patience even if they were patient from the onset by demonstrating 
impatience further down the line. This is an extremely deadly trap of the 
Devil. He patiently waits for decades just to ruin the reward of a muslim. 
The Holy Quran makes it clear that a muslim will gain reward for what they 
bring to Judgment Day, meaning, take with them when they die it does not 
declare they will gain reward after simply doing a deed, such as showing 
patience at the onset of a difficulty. Chapter 6 Al An’am, verse 160: 


“Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgment] with a good deed...” 


“So We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings 
of a forbearing boy.” 


A Hadith found in Musnad Ahmad, number 2808, advises that being patient 
over the things one dislikes leads to a great reward. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, 
verse 10: 


“_..Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit]." 


Patience is a key element required in order to fulfil the three aspects of 
faith: fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 
prohibitions and facing destiny. But a higher and more rewarding level than 
patience is contentment. This is when a muslim deeply believes that Allah, 
the Exalted, only chooses the best for His servants and they therefore 
prefer His choice over their own. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


A patient muslim understands that anything which effected them, such as a 
difficulty, could not have been avoided even if the entire creation aided 
them. Similarly, whatever missed them could not have affected them. The 


one who truly accepts this fact will not exult and grow proud over anything 
they obtain knowing Allah, the Exalted, allocated that thing to them. Nor will 
they grieve over anything which they fail to obtain knowing Allah, the 
Exalted, did not allocate that thing to them and nothing in existence can 
alter this fact. Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verses 22-23: 


“No disaster strikes upon the earth or among yourselves except that it is in 
a register’ before We bring it into being - indeed that, for Allah, is easy. In 
order that you not despair over what has eluded you and not exult [in pride] 
over what He has given you...” 


In addition, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 79, that 
when something occurs a muslim should firmly believe it was decreed and 
nothing could have changed the outcome. And a muslim should not have 
regrets believing they could have prevented the outcome if they somehow 
behaved differently as this attitude only causes the Devil to encourage 
them towards impatience and complaining about destiny. A patient muslim 
truly understands that whatever Allah, the Exalted, has chosen is best for 
them even if they do not observe the wisdom behind it. The one who is 
patient does desire a change in their situation and even supplicates for it 
but they do not complain about what has occurred. Being persistently 
patient can lead a muslim to a greater level namely, contentment. 


The one who is content does not desire things to change as they know the 
choice of Allah, the Exalted, is better than their choice. This muslim firmly 
believes and acts on the Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7500. It 


advises that every situation is best for the believer. If they encounter a 
problem they should show patience which leads to blessings. And if they 
experience times of ease they should show gratitude which also leads to 
blessings. 


It is important to know that Allah, the Exalted, tests those He loves. If they 
show patience they will be rewarded but if they are angered it only proves 
their lack of love for Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2396. 


A muslim should be patient or content with the choice and decree of Allah, 
the Exalted, in both times of ease and hardship. This will reduce one’s 
distress and provide them with much blessings in both worlds. Whereas, 
impatience will only destroy the reward they could have received. Either 
way a muslim will go through the situation decreed by Allah, the Exalted, 
but it is their choice whether they desire reward or not. 


A muslim will never reach full contentment until they behaviour is equal in 
times of difficulty and ease. How can a true servant go to the Master 
namely, Allah, the Exalted, for a judgment and then become unhappy if the 
choice does not match their desire. There is a real possibility that if a 
person gets what they desire it will destroy them. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


A muslim should not worship Allah, the Exalted, on the edge. Meaning, 
when the divine decree matches their wishes they praise Allah, the Exalted. 
And when it does not they become annoyed acting as if they know better 
than Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched by 
good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his face 
[to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what is the 
manifest loss.” 


A muslim should behave with the choice of Allah, the Exalted, as if they 
would behave with a skilled trustworthy doctor. The same way a muslim 
would not complain taking bitter medicine prescribed by the doctor knowing 
it is best for them they should accept the difficulties they face in the world 
knowing it is best for them. In fact, a sensible person would thank the 
doctor for the bitter medicine and similarly an intelligent muslim would 
thank Allah, the Exalted, for any situation they encounter. 


In addition, a muslim should review the many verses of the Holy Quran and 
the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, which discuss the reward given to the patient and content muslim. 


Deep reflection on this will inspire a muslim to remain steadfast when 
facing difficulties. For example, Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10: 


“_.. Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [I.e., limit]." 


Another example is mentioned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 2402. It advises that when those who patiently faced trials and 
difficulties in the world receive their reward on Judgment Day those who did 
not face such trials will wish they patiently faced difficulties such as their 
skin being cut off with scissors. 


In order to gain patience and even contentment with what Allah, the 
Exalted, chooses for a person they should seek and act on the knowledge 
found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, so that they reach the high 
level of excellence of faith. This has been discussed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 99. Excellence in faith is when a muslim performs 
deeds, such as the prayer, as if they can witness Allah, the Exalted. The 
one who reaches this level will not feel the pain of difficulties and trials as 
they will completely be immersed in the awareness and love of Allah, the 
Exalted. This is similar to the state of the women who did not feel pain 
when cutting their own hands when they observed the beauty of the Holy 
Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 31: 


“..and gave each one of them a knife and said [to Joseph], "Come out 
before them." And when they saw him, they greatly admired him and cut 
their hands and said, "Perfect is Allah! This is not a man; this is none but a 
noble angel."” 


If a muslim cannot reach this high level of faith they should at least try to 
reach the lower level mentioned in the Hadith quoted earlier. This is the 
level where one is constantly aware they are being observed by Allah, the 
Exalted. The same way a person would not complain in front of an 
authoritative figure they feared, such as an employer, a muslim who is 
constantly aware of the presence of Allah, the Exalted, will not complain 
about the choices He makes. 


“So We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings 
of a forbearing boy. And when he reached with him [the age of] 
exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed | have seen in a dream that | 
[must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my father, do 
as you are commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the 
steadfast."” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far 
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief 
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the 
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It 
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to 
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as 
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam 
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving 
others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah, 
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The 
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted. 
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 3989. 
Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and 
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by 
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor 
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one 
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all 
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from 
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as 
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith. 


As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit 
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be 
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit 
asin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 


“,..8O take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...” 


This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin 
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith 
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims 
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s 
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention 
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They 
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible. 


It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their 
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is 
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses 
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2407. 


Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek 
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahgaf, 
verse 13: 


“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a 
right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


“So We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings 
of a forbearing boy. And when he reached with him [the age of] 
exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed | have seen in a dream that I 
[must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my father, do 
as you are commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the 
steadfast." And when they had both submitted and he put him down 
upon his forehead. We called to him, "O Abraham. You have fulfilled 
the vision." Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Indeed, this 
was the clear trial. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice.” 


The first lesson to understand is the importance of patience when facing 
tests and trials. A muslim should always remember that those more 
beloved than them to Allah, the Exalted, namely, the Holy Prophets, peace 
be upon them, were put through much more severe tests than them. In fact, 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, confirmed 
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one has been 
tested more for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, than him. 


Muslims should also bear in mind that no matter what situation they find 
themselves in it is beneficial for them. As advised by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 7500, that if a muslim faces a difficulty and shows patience 
they will be rewarded for it. And if they face times of ease and show 
gratitude they will be rewarded for it. So according to this Hadith every 
situation a muslim encounters is beneficial, even if they do not observe the 
wisdom behind it. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Muslims should also understand that they will encounter a situation which 
has been decreed for them by Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how they 
react to it. If they face it with patience they will find an uncountable reward 
in this world and in the next. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10: 


“_..Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit]." 


But if they face it with impatience then they will face more difficulties. So 
either way they have to face the difficulty so they might as well gain benefit 
from it. 


In addition, a muslim should not be naive and realize that this world is not 
Paradise. It is a world created in order to test mankind so it therefore can 
never be free of tests and trials. When a muslim recognizes its innate 
nature facing difficulties and tests does not surprise them as they expect 
this from the world. The same way a person expects to get attacked if they 
find themself with a wild animal they should expect tests and trials in this 
world. Mentally preparing in this way will prevent a muslim being caught off 
guard which is a cause of impatience. 


Another lesson to learn from this great event is that the same way a person 
cannot gain things in this material world, such as wealth without sacrifice 
neither can a muslim obtain the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, without 
sacrifice. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 2: 


“Do the people think that they will be left to say, "We believe" and they will 
not be tried?” 


Muslims should be grateful that Allah, the Exalted, does not require them to 
make big sacrifices like the ones made by the Holy Prophet lbrahim, and 
the other Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. Nor is Allah, the Exalted, 
demanding muslims to sacrifice in the way the Companions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did. They 
sacrificed their wealth, homes, families and lives. Instead, Allah, the 
Exalted, has entrusted muslims with a few obligatory duties which require 
little sacrifice of their time, energy and wealth. If one ponders over the 
greatness of Paradise they will realise the sacrifices they have been 
encouraged to make are very small compared to the promised reward. 
Therefore, muslims should show gratitude for this by submitting obediently 
to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. 


The sacrifice of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, is an 
indication that a muslim should always be ready to sacrifice their desires, 
love and wishes for the command of Allah, the Exalted. The ritual of 


sacrificing animals for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, muslims perform 
annually stands for this. It is not simply a sacrifice of an animal but much 
more. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 37: 


“Their meat will not reach Allah, nor will their blood, but what reaches Him 
is piety from you. Thus have We subjected them to you that you may glorify 
Allah for that [to] which He has guided you;...” 


Muslims should adopt the piety mentioned in this verse all year round by 
placing the commands of Allah, the Exalted, before their desires. Only then 
will they be able to truly follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, correctly. 


Another important lesson to learn from this great event is trusting in Allah, 
the Exalted. Even in situations which appear inescapable and disastrous, 
like this great event, a muslim should always trust in the choice of Allah, the 
Exalted. Muslims must understand that their knowledge is very limited and 
that they are extremely short sighted. Meaning, they cannot fully perceive 
the wisdoms behind the choices of Allah the Exalted. On the other hand, 
the knowledge and the divine perception of Allah, the Exalted, is unlimited. 
Therefore, a muslim should trust in the choices of Allah, the Exalted, just 
like a blind person trusts the guidance of their physical guide. No matter 
what the attitude of a muslim the choice of Allah, the Exalted, will occur so 
it is best to trust in His wisdom rather than showing impatience which only 
leads to further trouble. 


In addition, it is important to remember the countless examples within one's 
life when a person desired something only to regret it after obtaining it. And 
when they disliked something from occurring only to change their mind later 
on. Chapter 2 Al Bagqarah, verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


As destiny is out of people's hands it is important for muslims to 
concentrate on the thing which is in their control if they desire to be rescued 
from difficulties namely, the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. Allah, the Exalted, has already guaranteed that He will save a 
muslim from all difficulties in both worlds. All they have to do is remain 
obedient to Him. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


It is foolish to stress about the thing which is not in one's control meaning, 
destiny, and remain heedless to the thing which is in one’s control namely, 
obeying Allah, the Exalted. 


“And when he reached with him [the age of] exertion, he said, "O my 
son, indeed | have seen in a dream that | [must] sacrifice you, so see 
what you think." He said, "O my father, do as you are commanded. 
You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast." And when they had 
both submitted...” 


It is important for muslims to understand that Allah, the Exalted, does not 
demand muslims to overcome the difficulties which the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other Holy Prophets, 
peace be upon them, and the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them, endured. For example, they migrated from Mecca to Medina whereby 
they left behind their families, homes, businesses and migrated to a 
strange land all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. 


In comparison, the difficulties muslims face now are not as difficult as those 
the righteous predecessors faced. Muslims should therefore be grateful 
that they are only required to make a few small sacrifices, such as 
sacrificing some sleep to offer the obligatory dawn prayer and some wealth 
to donate the obligatory charity. Allah, the Exalted, is not commanding 
them to leave their homes and families for His sake. This gratitude must be 
shown practically by using the blessings one possesses in ways pleasing to 
Allah, the Exalted. 


In addition, when a muslim faces difficulties they should remember the 
difficulties the righteous predecessors faced and how they overcame them 
through steadfast obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling 
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with 


patience. This knowledge can provide a muslim the strength to overcome 
their difficulties as they know the righteous predecessors were more 
beloved to Allah, the Exalted, yet they endured more severe difficulties with 
patience. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4023, advises 
that the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, endured the most difficult of 
tests and they are undoubtedly the most beloved to Allah, the Exalted. 


If a muslim follows the steadfast attitude of the righteous predecessors it is 
hoped they will end up with them in the hereafter. 


“And when he reached with him [the age of] exertion, he said, "O my 
son, indeed | have seen in a dream that | [must] sacrifice you, so see 
what you think." He said, "O my father, do as you are commanded. 
You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast." And when they had 
both submitted and he put him down upon his forehead. We called to 
him, "O Abraham. You have fulfilled the vision.” Indeed, We thus 
reward the doers of good. Indeed, this was the clear trial.” 


In life a muslim will always face either times of ease or times of difficulty. 
No one only experiences times of ease without experiencing some 
difficulties. But the thing to note is that even though difficulties by definition 
are hard to deal with they are in fact a means to obtain and demonstrate 
one's true greatness and servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. In addition, in 
the majority of cases people learn more important life lessons when they 
face difficulties then when they face times of ease. And people often 
change for the better after experiencing times of difficulty than times of 
ease. One only needs to reflect on this in order to understand this truth. In 
fact, if one studies the Holy Quran they will realise the majority of the 
events discussed involve difficulties. This indicates that true greatness 
does not lie in always experiencing times of ease. It in fact, lies in 
experiencing difficulties while remaining obedient to Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience. This is proven by the fact that each of the great 
difficulties discussed in Islamic teachings end with ultimate success for 
those who obeyed Allah, the Exalted. So a muslim should not be bothered 
about facing difficulties as these are just moments for them to shine while 
acknowledging their true servanthood to Allah, the Exalted, through sincere 
obedience. This is the key to ultimate success in both worlds. 


“_..Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.” 


The essence of doing good is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“_.. Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.” 


In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 
through voluntary righteous deeds. 


This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity. 
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny. 


The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted, 
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties 
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the 
only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other 
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept 
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted. 
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of 
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does 
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their 


body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This 
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 


It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform 
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by 
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the 
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins....” 


The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those 
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids 
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is 
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and 
withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that when 
one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing voluntary 
righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses so that they 


use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will very rarely 
commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in Chapter 29 Al 
Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who Strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim performs 
actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted. The one 
who reaches this level will guard their mind and body from sins. This is the 
one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the Exalted, when they are 
silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When they act they act for Him 
and when they are still they are for His sake. This is an aspect of 
monotheism and understanding the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this 
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge 
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who 
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using any 
means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. No 
spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a person 
unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted and they 
are destined to obtain those things. 


To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the 
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient 
with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both worlds. 


“_.. Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.” 


The doers of good adopt excellence of faith. 


In a long Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning 
of Ihsan, which can be translated to mean excellence. This excellence 
refers to one’s conduct and behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, and the 
creation. Acting with excellence has been mentioned throughout the 
Holy Quran, such as chapter 10 Yunus, verse 26: 


“For them who have done excellent is the best [reward] - and extra...” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
explained this verse in Hadiths found in Sahih Muslim, numbers 449 and 
450. The word extra in this verse refers to when the inhabitants of 
Paradise will be blessed with the divine vision of Allah, the Exalted. This 
reward befits the muslim who acts with excellence. As excellence means 
to lead one’s life as if they can witness Allah, the Exalted, observing their 
outer and inner being at all times. A person who can observe a powerful 
authority watching them will never misbehave out of awe of them. In fact, 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
advised someone to always behave as if they were constantly being 
observed by a righteous man they respected. This has been advised ina 
Hadith found in Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 5539. 


Whoever acts in this manner will very rarely commit sins and always 
hasten towards good deeds. This attitude creates the fear of Allah, the 
Exalted, and acts as a shield from the fire of trials in this world and the 
fire of Hell in the hereafter. This vigilance will ensure one not only fulfills 
all their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, but it also encourages them to 
fulfill their responsibilities towards the creation. The peak of which is to 
sincerely treat others with kindness. This person will fulfill the Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 251, which advises that a person 
cannot be a true believer until they love for others what they love for 
themself. 


This level of excellence ensures one acts with the right intention, which 
is the foundation of faith according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 1. Success is guaranteed for the one who performs good deeds 
and demonstrates good behavior with the right intention namely, to 
please Allah, the Exalted. The more excellent a person acts the stronger 
their faith becomes until they become a muslim who is far from 
heedlessness and is always struggling to beautify their hereafter and 
worldly life according to the teachings of Islam. 


It is feared that the opposite of this reward will be given to those who 
turned away from Allah, the Exalted. As they lived without fearing the all- 
encompassing gaze of Allah, the Exalted, they will be veiled from seeing 
Him in the hereafter. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 15: 


“No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.” 


Those who fail to reach the level of acting as if they witness Allah, the 
Exalted, must act on the second part of the advice given in the main 
Hadith quoted at the beginning. This person should sincerely believe 
that Allah, the Exalted, is constantly observing them. Even though this 
state is lower in rank than the one who acts as if they observe Allah, the 
Exalted, none the less, it is a great way of adopting true fear of Allah, the 
Exalted. As mentioned earlier this attitude will prevent one from 
committing sins and encourage them towards good deeds. As advised 
by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in 
Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 7935, the one who strives 
to adopt this mentality will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by 
Allah, the Exalted. 


The divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, is mentioned throughout the 
Holy Quran, such as Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 4: 


“...He is with you wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is 
Seeing.” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
advised to adopt the true awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the 
Exalted, in many Hadiths. For example, in one divine Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the Exalted, declares that He is with 
whoever remembers Him. This is the reason why it has been reported in 
Hilyat Al Awliya, volume 1, pages 84 and 85, about the Commander of 
the Faithful, Ali Bin Abu Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, that he 
shied away from the glitter and pomp of the material world and only 
found solace in the lonely night. Meaning, he sought the companionship 
of Allah, the Exalted, rather than the companionship of people. 


Adopting the awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, not 
only prevents sins and encourages good deeds but it also prevents 
loneliness and depression. A person is very rarely affected by mental 
health issues when they are constantly surrounded by a person who 
loves them and aids them. No one loves the creation more than Allah, 
the Exalted, and there is no doubt that He is the source of all aid. 
Therefore, acting with excellence benefits one’s faith, actions, emotional 
state and the wider society. 


A muslim must avoid becoming like those who treat Allah, the Exalted, 
as the most insignificant of those who observe them. This is a serious 
spiritual illness which leads to all types of sins and evil behavior towards 
Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 
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